
Corporal 

Rodoyo P Hermmdez, US. Army 

MedaZ of Honor 

0200 HOURS! Suddenly 
the pre-dawn blackness 
on Hill  1 2 0  *pl i t  into 
crashing geyserqof flame. 
Yelling, firing, hurling 

grenades, a horde of Reds puslied up  
the hill toward G Company. 

A hot fire fight began. It lasted sev- 
eral 1iourq. Finally, ou t  of ammuni- 
tion, G Company began t o  withdraw. 
Corporal Hernandez stayed, throwing 
grenades and  f i r ing his remaining 
round%. 

Then his 31-1 jammed. Fixing his 
bayonet. l i t  leaped out of his foxhole. 
They found him i n  t he  morning. 
wounded, ringed with enemy dead. He 
had stopped the attack-done. 

“A nian couldn’t fight at all.” says 
Corporal Hernandez, “if  hr  weren’t 
fighting for good things-peace, and a 
job. and a chance in the world. That’s 
why I’m thankful to all thr people 
who’ve put SO many billions into De- 
fense Bonds. For I believe Bonds are a 
stockpile of prosperit!.. A guarantee to 
men like me that we can come home 
to a secure future.” 

* * *  
Now E Bonds pay 3% ! Now, improved 
Series E Bonds start paying interest after 
6 months. .And average 35% intereqt. com. 
poundetl semiannually when held to ma- 
turity. Also, all maturing E Bonds auto. 
matically go on earning-at the new rate- 
for 10 more  years. Today, start investing in 
U.S. Series E Defense Bonds through the 
Payroll Savings Plan; you can sign up to 
save as little as $2.00 a payday if you wish. 

Peace is for  the strong! 
For peace and prosperity snve 

with C.S. Dejfcnse Bonds! 

L E T T E R S .  

Excess Reserves 

DEAR SIR: 
I have noted with interest your dis- 

cussions of the problems of feeding fuwre 
populations and the incongruity of the 
present domestic surpluses in the L-nited 
States while the majority of the people in 
the world are on the verge of starvation. 
Now I hear that the Department of 
Agriculture has abolished these surpluses. 

Apparently the pcople on the policy 
making levels of American agriculture 
have come to a realization of the ini- 
portance of the previously existing sur- 
plus problem. The surpluses according 
to the USDA are now going to be called 
“excess resrrves.” LYell. the Jvay I see 
i t :  “X rose by any other name would 
smell the same,” and I don‘t like the 
odor of this little exhibition of semantic 
Omnastics. LYhether \ve call the tons 
of grain rotting in the liberty ships on 
the East Coast for lack of elevator space 
surpluses or excess reserves. the fact rt‘- 
mains that we haire more than \\.e need 
or can use. 

This ne\$. excess reserve concept could 
get us in trouble too. You people seem 
to think that the problems of American 
agriculture are the problemsofthefuture- 
an idea which apparently is rather gen- 
eral down there in Washington. What 
about this stored grain and the problems 
of the present? Excess reserves seems to 
imply that Ive have too great a supply of 
many commodities even for the future. 
I t  is all very interesting to hear people 
discussing these problems of feeding our 
growing population in the future. feeding 
thc rest of the world today, and then on 
the other hand the current glut of back- 
breaking surpluses. 

These scientists are constantly an- 
nouncing new and more efficient methods 
for production of agricultural commodi- 
ties-why not a little more thought on 
using for our better welfare the com- 
modities we’re already producing and a 
little less accumulation of excess reserves 
for 1975 or 1984? 

CRAIG N. BULCER 
Chicago, Ill. 

Program of Fertilizer 
And Soil Division Praised 
DEAR SIR: 

Congratulations are in order for the 
officers and other members of the ACS 
Division of Fertilizer and Soil Chemistry. 
The program for the division’s annual 
meeting in Chicago, Sept. 9 to 11, as 
published in AG AND FOOD, Aug. 5, 
appears to be one of the finest that group 
ever has presented. A number of favor- 
able comments made by members of the 
fertilizer industry concerning the high 

technical quaiiry of that program indi- 
cates this liriter is not alone in his opinion. 

The program appears to be \cell bal- 
anced in respect to the subjects covered. 
Of particular interest should be the pap- 
ers and round-table discussion on the 
application of surface active agents to 
fertilizer manufacture. Although surface 
active materials are finding fairly \vide 
use, the advanrages cited are not par- 
ticularly ice11 understood and in many 
cases apparently are not attainable. I t  is 
hoped that the discussions at  the .\CS 
meeting may offer clarification of some of 
the rather vague ideas IIOM’ existing. 

Ll’ith ever-increasing quantities of 
fertilizer being required to help in fiiling 
the food and fiber needs of  a rapid)- 
groiving population, the fertilizer indus- 
try has launched into one of the greatest 
expansion programs in its 100-year his- 
tory. Hand in hand with this program of 
physical expansion is a concrete rea!iza- 
tion of a greaier need for application of 
newer and improved methods of manu- 
facture. 

The active interest being shown in the 
.4CS meeting and other technical meet- 
ings of its kind is but another demon- 
strarion of grolving attention to neiv ad- 
vances in manufLcture and technology by 
members of the fertilizer industry. 
Sever before has the industry been so 
conscious of technical developments. 
This is further attested by the lively re- 
sponse to announcement of the forth- 
coming demonstration of the TV.4- 
dcveloped conricuous ammoniator a t  
LVilson Dam, Ala. 

The mutual ir:terchange of information 
made possible by good tcchnical meet- 
ings is of great benefit to 211 workers in 
the field of fertilizer and soil chemistry. 

be commended for the part  it plays in 
making possible such meetings. 

The AMERICAS CHEMICAL SOCIETY is t O  

EDMTY C. KAPIJSTA 
National Fertilizer 

Association 
Washington. D. C .  

First Reach for AG AND FOOD 

DEAR SIR: 
You have done a fine job on the 

J O U R ~ A L  OF AGRICULTURAL ASD FOOD 
CHEMISTRY, and you and your staff are 
to be highly complimented on a job well 
done. Most of us hate to see a new scien- 
tific publication make its appearance. 
but in this case, it’s a pleasure to reach 
for this one first. Keep up the good 
work. S. H. MORRISON 

Associate Professor 
College of Agriculture 

The Universit) of Georgia 
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